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YEAR IN REVIEW

2019 - 2020

Since taking oﬃce on August 30, 2019, I have sought to put our
neighborhoods ﬁrst – from delivering critical resources to keep our
neighborhoods safe, to ensuring our voices are heard at City Hall.
I am proud of all that we’ve achieved and am pleased to provide this
snapshot of our accomplishments from my ﬁrst year in oﬃce.

Councilmember John Lee
Twelfth District

COVID-19 RESPONSE

50 interest-free loans awarded totaling $600,000
$150,000 in grocery gifts cards distributed
191,000 senior meals delivered

The COVID-19 global pandemic has completely disrupted lives across our City, and its long term impacts
on public health and the economy are still not fully known. Nevertheless, we must continue to exercise
common sense precautions such as wearing masks and social distancing to protect ourselves and our
loved ones.
Launched the Small Business Relief Fund and Helping Hands program, in partnership with
the nonproﬁt organization, The Change Reaction, to assist struggling small businesses and
residents.
Supported and staﬀed Wilkinson Senior Center’s weekly meal distribution to homebound
seniors.
Funded meal and PPE donations to hospital workers and ﬁrst responders.
Partnered with the Get Together Foundation to put on an online concert which raised over
$125,000 for L.A.’s Emergency COVID-19 Relief Fund.
Introduced a motion to allocate $100,000 for an Emergency Rental Assistance Subsidy
program for low-income residents of CD12.
Introduced motion calling on the LADWP to create a program to assist customers with
higher than usual utility bills due to the Safer at Home order.

CD12 delivering meals to homebound seniors.

Showing appreciation to the team
at West Hills Hospital.

Congratulations, San Carlo Deli, the ﬁrst CD12
Small Business Relief Fund recipient.

PUBLIC SAFETY AND
EMERGENCY RESPONSE
Public safety will continue to be one of my top priorities because safe neighborhoods are critical to our
community’s quality of life – for residents and businesses alike.
Allocated $325,000 in funding to LAPD Topanga Division, Devonshire Division, and Valley Traﬃc
Division for additional patrols and crime suppression activities within the district.
Stood with our local police oﬃcers to oppose "defunding the police" eﬀorts and voted against
cutting LAPD's budget by $150 million.
Organized community response to 16 families aﬀected by an apartment ﬁre on the Fourth of July.

Mobilized City emergency resources and coordinated response during the Saddle Ridge Fire.

Receiving the latest brieﬁng on the Saddle Ridge Fire from LAFD.

Assessing needs of families aﬀected by the apartment ﬁre on July Fourth.

HOMELESSNESS
Homelessness is the biggest humanitarian crisis of our time and we need to act. There is not one
solution that will end it, and change will not come overnight. We must continue to simultaneously
pursue long-term solutions and interventions that address prevention, mental illness, substance
abuse, housing, and more, while also doing what we can to meet the immediate needs of our
unhoused residents.

Launched the CD12 Angel Fund, in partnership with The Change Reaction, to address
prevention by providing emergency ﬁnancial assistance to individuals facing an unexpected
crisis.
Created the Lunches with Love program to provide fresh meals and hygiene kits to unhoused
residents across the district.
Introduced a motion calling for review of the LAPD's Mental Evaluation Unit and advocating
for greater resources to address the mental health crisis facing our City.
Stood with the community to oppose homeless shelters near schools and supported bridge
housing projects that include job training and mental health services.

Lunches with Love distribution day.

Discussing eﬀorts to shelter our unhoused residents with Hope of the Valley’s Ken Craft.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
The economic health of our local businesses is foundational to a strong and thriving economy. The
same is true for our City, where I continue to stand up for ﬁscally responsible actions to ensure that
taxpayer dollars are spent responsibly.
Introduced a resolution calling local jurisdictions to have the ability to enforce new sidewalk
vending permitting system legalized by 2018 state law.
Supported Private Right of Action clause for businesses.
Supported capping food delivery service fees to restaurants.
Introduced motions initiating a review of some of the City's technological agreements in an
eﬀort to identify cost savings for the City.
Spearheaded the eﬀort to reject the attempt to place a vacancy tax measure on the 2020 ballot.

Announcing the expansion of the Small Business Relief Fund in partnership
with The Change Reaction.

Proud to support local businesses organizations.

The Aliso Creek-Limekiln Creek Restoration Project will help restore habitats.

ENVIRONMENT
Prioritizing environmental sustainability eﬀorts is no longer a choice, but the only option for our City and
our planet, and we need to do it responsibly.
Continued to work with City and County oﬃcials to hold our state leaders accountable to the
commitments they made to us to close the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility. Introduced
a resolution calling on Governor Newsom and the CPUC to deliver a concrete plan for the
expedited closure of this facility.
Successfully led the eﬀort, in coordination with L.A. County Supervisor Kathryn Barger, to
purchase the Hidden Creeks property and secure it as permanent open space.
Introduced a motion to establish March Avenue palm trees as a historical cultural monument
Partnered with CSUN’s Institute for Sustainability and Northridge Beautiﬁcation Foundation to
launch a project to create pockets of habitat for pollinators like hummingbirds and bees.
Continued to make progress on the Aliso Creek-Limekiln Creek Restoration Project at Vanalden
Park, which will signiﬁcantly improve water quality and groundwater supply, and provide many
community enhancements.

Ready to launch the Pollinator Pocket program in CD12!

Hidden Creeks will remain open space.

NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION
Introduced a motion to preserve and protect the long tradition of equine keeping in some of our
San Fernando Valley communities.
Supported partnerships and $125,000 in funding for West Valley Alliance and Los Angeles
Conservation Corps to perform weed abatement, graﬃti removal, and beautiﬁcation services
throughout the district.
Improvements projects completed or in progress at 12 local parks.

CD12 Park Improvements
Stoney Point Park – new signage
Chatsworth Park South – new gym ﬂooring and rattlesnake fence
Shadow Ranch Park – upgraded baseball ﬁelds
Taxco Trails Park – 11 additional trees planted
Mae Boyar Park – new irrigation system
Oakridge Estate – restored roof
Zelzah Park – replaced fencing damaged from ﬁres
Holleigh Bernson Park – replaced broken playground equipment
Northridge Rec Center – new gym ﬂooring

Community Improvements
48,515 sqft of weed abatement performed
34,013 pounds of trash picked up
1585 trees/stumps trimmed or removed
781 street light issues resolved
167 lane miles slurries
74 lane miles resurfaced
244 trees planted
234 trees maintained
57 storm drains cleaned
622 community cleanups
40 traﬃc safety improvements installed
or authorized

COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER
9207 Oakdale Avenue, Suite 200 | Chatsworth, CA 91311
Phone: 818-882-1212 | Fax: 818-701-5254

LOS ANGELES CITY HALL
200 North Spring Street, Room 405 | Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: 213-473-7012 | Fax: 213-473-6925

*Due to COVID-19, both oﬃces are currently closed to the public. Please call or email if you need assistance.

